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May 5, 1970 
The Teenage Class 
Pal _o Verde Church of Christ 
651 South Kolb Road 
Tucson, Arizona 
Dear brothers and sisters: 
H. E. HART 
JIM HARPER 
ROY LEWIS 
NEAL McLESKEY 
LEROY NORMAN 
J.M. PATTERSON 
CLIFF RITCHEY 
LEWIS SMITH 
W. C. SMITH 
R. W. VARNER 
A.A. WADE 
I regret that I did not have the time nor the facilities to 
make a tape recording for you. I hope that this letter will 
provide some information that you want. I apprec iate so much 
the spirit in which you write and the seriousness of the -ques-
tions _asked. I will answer in view of the fact that you are 
also under the authority of the Lord Jesus and will ultimately 
decide according to the teachings of God's word -what His will 
for you _ is (Ephesians 5:17). Anything I say will only pro-
vide some kind of direction for your own personal stu dy, and 
conviction, regarding the truth of God for these questions, 
as well as · all other questions. 
"The Biblical guidelines and spiritual implications of inter-
racial dating" are the same guidelines as for any other kind 
of activity in which a Christian 1engages. Paul makes these 
guidelines clear in passages like Colossians 3: 1-17; Galatians 
5::-16-23; Ephesians 5: 15-21 and others. Anything the Christian 
does, especially of the interracial nature, is· formed by the 
fact that first, he is a new creature, and has bee n raised to 
a level above all spiritual, physical, social, ethical, moral 
and financial barriers (Ephesians 2:11-21). This means that 
he acts like the new man, who is different from any other kind 
of man (II Corinthians 5 :.17-21). It is my conviction that inter-
racial dating is permissible, that there is no direct prohibi-
tion in the scriptures and that, in fact, both God's creation 
of all men (Genesis 1-3) and God.' s _recreation of all men in 
Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:9-11; Ephesians 4:22-24; Galatians 
3:26-28) make it clear that the Chiistian relates to all men 
and women ·alike. 
The ·same answers woudl be given to interracial marriage~ it 
regards specific Biblical teaching. There are those who say 
that one's influence would be damaged among those who are pre-
judiced if a Christian marries a person of another race. I 
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frankly find this answer less than satisfactory. I do believe 
that marriage is for "the profoundly mature" only, and that if 
anyone less · than that attempts to enter an interracial marriage 
there will be great pain and possibly dissolution of the marriage 
somewhere along the way because of the many special pressures 
that a prejudicial society places upon this kind of situation. 
I do know of a number of interracial marriages between Chris-
tians that are working, but I also know that those same inter-
racial marriages, in many cases, are sustaining great pressure. 
Regarding any kind of marriage, especially interracial ones, 
which I believe the Bible does not prohibit, I would say that 
there are three necessary ingredients: 1) that one know himself 
or herself well; 2) that one see, appreciate, and accept the 
essential "other" of . the person he or she is marry i ng; 3) and 
that the given quality of love which arises spontaneously in 
an in-depth relationship be present. 
No, I see no difference regarding the answers to this question 
as to which races are involved. 
In closing, let me make two observations: 1) the whole category 
of "race" is a phony category. Ashly Montagu has written many 
. books of an anthropological sort that prove scientifically that 
there is no such thing as ''race." This is simply a human cate-
gory that we have used to try to type people who do have common 
characteristics. There is only one blood which flows through 
us all, and .there is only one life that all of us enjoy. Out 
of that one blood and that one life comes . the one flesh that 
Paul talks about in Acts 17:21-31. Please be extremely care-
ful, then, in your useof the term "race." I rather think that 
Christians ought to quit using the term and instead speak of 
"men and women." Secondly, the questions regarding dating and 
marriage are questions that are not settled along social, politi-
cal,economic, and racial lines. The questions of dating and of 
.marriage, for the Christian, are settled solely along spiritual 
lines. The question, for me, is not whether the person you date 
is a member of a certain race or social group, but rather, is 
that person a Christian? Is he or she a truth seeker? Is he 
or she committed .to pursuing an understanding of reality in 
view of the living God of the Bible? 
I appreciate your deep concern about these matters. I hope my 
answers will prove beneficial . I am returning the tape under 
separate cover. 
Your brother, 
John A·llen Chalk 
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Take my instruction instead of silver, 
and knowledge rather than choice gold; 
For wisdom is better than jewels, 
and all that you may desire cannot 
compare with her. 
Proverbs 8:10, 11 
Dear Brother Chalk: 
April 14, 1970 
We the teenage class at Palo Verde church of Christ, Tucson, 
request your assistance in helping us seek wisdom and truth in 
an effort to make our relationship with Christ a more relevant 
and personal experience. We are attempting to contact Christians 
nationwide and ask for their responses to specific questions of 
concern to Christian youth. Our preachers (Brothers Bill Morrow, 
Roy Hol land, and Dick Day) have suggested you as a Christian demon-
strating faith, love, and a deep understanding of Christ's Word. 
All of our topics were chosen by members of the class. We would 
like for you to respond to the following: 
What are the biblical (Christian) guidelines and 
spiritual implications of inter-racial dating for the 
Christia n youth? . .••• Of inter-racial marriage for the 
Chr i st ian? .. . .. Is there a difference which races are 
involved ( i.e. Caucasian & Oriental, Oriental & Negro, 
Caucasian & Negro, etc . )? 
We are sending fo ur such questions, each to two individuals, and 
reques t ing that they "answer" them as they would to any teenage 
Christian across the country. Enclosed is a tape for your response. 
If you would prefer, or have no facilities for taping, please write 
your resp onse. Of course, any amount of time you could give us 
would be appreciated, but we would like a 5 to 15-minute reply if 
this i s ade quate for you. 
If you will "speak from the heart," as you would if the class were 
in the room with you, we will listen to it (or read, if written) 
and attempt to learn both guidelines for living in today's world 
and sources of personal strength through Christ. 
We pray this endeavor will enrich our spiritual l ife, strengthen 
our bonds of love with Christ and man, an d better enable us to .. • 
Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," 
and call i nsight your ( our) intimate friend; 
Proverbs 7: 4 
In Christ i an love, 
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- / ~1../{, 
Roy M. Walkinshaw, Teacher 
